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SUBJECT: SWEDISH STANDARDS FOR EMISSION CONTROL COULD 
STOP IMPORTS OF U.S.-BUILT AUTOMOBILES 

1. SUMMARY. SWEDISH PRESS REPORTED ON OCTOBER 4 THAT NEW SWEDISH 
EMISSION STANDARDS MAY STOP IMPORTS OF US-BUILT AUTOMOBILES 
IN 1976. PRESS REPORT MAY BE ALARMIST BUT REPRESENTATIVE OF 
GENERAL MOTORS HAS CONFIRMED TO EMBASSY THAT SWEDISH TRAFFIC 
SAFETY BOARD HAS NOT YET ACTED ON THEIR REQUEST FOR APPROVAL 
OF IMPORTS OF 1976 MODEL CARS. SWEDISH EMISSION STANDARDS FOR 
1976 ARE ESSENTIALLY THE SAME AS US STANDARDS FOR 1973. BUT 
SWEDISH GASOLINE STATIONS DO NOT HAVE LEAD-FREE FUEL AND THIS 
LEADS TO DIFFERENT TEST RESULTS AND DIFFICULTIES IN MEETING 
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SWEDISH STANDARDS. FOLLOW-UP REPORT WILL BE SENT AFTER 
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EMBASSY HAS HAD OPPORTUNITY TO INVESTIGATE. END SUMMARY. 

2. ACCORDING TO SVENSKA DAGBLADET OF OCTOBER 4, US CARS ARE 
BECOMING INCREASINGLY POPULAR IN SWEDEN. NEW SWEDISH EMISSION 
STANDARDS HOWEVER, MAY STOP IMPORTS IN 1976 BECAUSE STANDARDS 
RELATING TO CARBON MONOXIDE, NITRIC ACIDS AND IMPERFECTLY 
BURNED HYDRO-CARBONS ARE BEING TIGHTENED. TWO POINTS MADE WITH 
RESPECT TO SWEDISH STANDARDS, WHICH ARE SIMILAR TO US 1973 
STANDARDS, ARE: (A) SWEDISH STANDARDS ARE "MINIMUM REQUIRED" 

OF ALL VEHICLES AND NOT THE AVERAGE OF CARDS PRODUCED, AS IS 
ALLEGED IN CASE OF THE US; AND (B) SWEDISH STATIONS DO NOT SELL 
LEAD-FREE GASOLINE AND HENCE US CARS USING CATALYTIC CONVERTERS 
CANNOT MEET SWEDISH EMISSION REQUIREMENTS. MOREOVER, EMISSION 
TESTS WHICH COST SKR 300,000 - 500,000 ($66,000 - 1 10,000) FOR 
EACH MODEL DO NOT NECESSARILY FOLLOW SAME PROCEDURES AS IN US. 

3. SWEDISH TRAFFIC SAFETY BOARD HAS NOT YET ACTED ON IMPORTERS' 
APPROVAL REQUESTS FOR US 1976 MODEL CARS BUT GENERAL MOTORS 
SOURCE WAS HOPEFUL THAT DISCUSSIONS WITH BOARD BY THEIR US ENGINEER - 

WHO WILL BE COMING TO SWEDEN IN NEXT FEW MONTHS - WILL RESOLVE 
PROBLEM. IF NOT, SOURCE SAID, NEW STANDARDS WOULD INDEED STOP 
SALES OF US-BUILT AUTOMOBILES. 

4. IMPACT OF EMISSIONS STANDARDS DECISION ON AUTOMOBILE TRADE 
WOULD BE CONSIDERABLE. GENERAL MOTORS EXPECTS TO SELL ABOUT 
1,000 UNITS IN 1976 WHILE FORD, WHICH HAS NOT STRESSED US-BUILT 
CARS, ESTIMATED THAT PERHAPS 400 MUSTANG MACH I CARS WOULD BE 
IMPORTED, IF EMISSION STANDARDS COULD BE MET. SWEDISH FIRM, 

SAAB-ANA, WHICH IS GENERAL AGENT FOR CHRYSLER, HANDLES ABOUT 

500 UNITS ANNUALLY. AMERICAN MOTORS HAS BEEN RECENTLY RPOMOTING 
THE PACER AND THEY ALSO WOULD BE AFFECTED. 

5. COMMENTS. THE NEW AUTOMOBILE EMISSION STANDARDS APPLY TO 
ALL DOMESTIC AND IMPORTED MODELS. SOME FORM OF ACCOMMODATION 
UNDOUBTEDLY WILL BE WORKED OUT FOR IMPORTS BUT, IN THE MEANTIME, 

THE NEW STANDARDS WILL CREATE UNCERTAINTIES. THE UNAVILABILITY 
OF LEAD-FREE GAS IN SWEDEN AND THE US USE OF CATALYTIC CONVERTERS 
ON MANY CARS TO MEET POLLUTION STANDARDS WILL NEED TO BE 
RESOLVED. 
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6. EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE PRODUCERS BE 
ALERTED TO NEW EMISSIONS STANDARDS WHICH WILL AFFECT 1976 AND 
LATER MODEL CARS. 

7. WE WILL SEND FOLLOW-UP REPORT AFTER FURTHER INVESTIGATION 
OF PROBLEM. 

STRAUSZ-HUPE' 
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